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(54) Kfflo^ii] ft— iJ-bV^P 



(57) [gift] (^IEW) 

(Dwmmw&LtcVimfrz, hi— zm$,&2 o ia* 

*>&AtZZ\t\z£0. hi— £§§2 0 4fttfhi— \Z 
ioT^fcStlT^S. h;>— $fflgl$2 0 1<Z>##2 0 
6tt. $iiiP2 0 8C&£f S;i££J:oTS|:fctJP2 0 
8£B?U33E&£gi$2 0 9£:fU fit?, 

m<D#&mfc&2 1 1 i^-r^^gi52 1 3 £*nr 

5. gtt<Z)##«lf£g|52 1 lawf-st. m&&2 1 
3##ft«gl$2 1 1 tm&2tltzVimT°#frmfc&2 
1 1 tmz&WiL, £&£SS2 0 9tgfffiP2 0 8ch<7) 




. (2) 

1 

fflP*BJ<i#C, £»&«©##*ftsffi©#fMM*IB 
!C:m>T#fflO*Hi;4^*«*fc££Sfc*£-r* 10 

*c»fTbT±K^«i»tapt©*^^*ni'boD 20 

T&3£££#8fc£T £M*« 1 ffi^cD h*- *- h 'J 
[0 0 0 1] 

m&:v> hi— mm,a<Dmffiffij&izm?.z fcot*5. 

[0 0 0 2] 

S?IW© ht-KflffCJC ht-*«lil«Sn5. -E-© 
fc»ffliStl/T. h^— ©*HJPK. ~>->iU^a50. 

[0 0 0 3] t=fc, h*- OfttHPK, ##SRtt. Z 

<D#ftzrt*-ewfi&3mztf&Lrz>b<Dtfmm2nx^ 40 

-5 (#PPS 60-80878. ftmW- 7-44 0 0 5, 
4*H¥8- 1 3 7 2 2 9) h^— ^g§|*|K/\'*£^ 

b 'J y S*D£«l$£*#fc«ft*attSi:. /t**HSA> 
[0 0 0 4] SSlC, ±m<Dftffi¥7 -4 4 0 0 5 \Z& 

oTfi, h^— ®«/HfllMctt##&i*fflPK«£LT*j 
<££!CJ:g#ttiP£Bi;. ttJBKBLTtttfttfcifL 

©jj«w*anT^*. tcstf, ^©&©«. setup* so 
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~C®thQ£7C±lZffll,Z>ZLt1!fiT'£f3.^o ^<Dtztb, b 
i—mmm\Z&U,T hi-fi- b 'J yyi^ h±- £ 

<■ ±ffi©#M¥7-4 4 0 0 5C*oTtt. »fflPt 
[0 0 0 5] 

[389Jtf«tfftU«fc'3£-rSBB] ±E©*WCfi*, * 

h^— tl-bVyitomm&Mib/vtTZbOTSb 

[0 0 0 6] fi£*©h:f- «KO^riMlt 
m*, h ©& ffi «k o T & fttttfXfc L fc ia fc © 

§s.tb±-ttfi&mmm&Lft^mt.ts.^ittb, bi— 

[0 0 0 7] L*>bT*Bf6wa. mmncDmrnzmn 
R^mzftozttfrz. mz, mmmmommizs 

[0008] *s^bj«. n— ©iimwcfSi; 

Tht- *-HJ h^— *«g^«^-rs<hSo 

fc»iCo«^Kt). bi— «Brt©h?— of«51llj 

[0 0 0 9] 

<0»(*:Xtt«#©h^—*CWL.fch^— «»(»:. CI© 

tf, bi--®%ft<Dbi--<D®m\zfo\;Ti&m?2>w.® 
®>zmx.> bi—mta^, bi— <Dmmnt. mm 
&<Dftw&ftUwmhiim\z$>^Tz\<r>wmu$:$i< t 
mz. mm$im.<n#fr®ft&<Dimmvim\z&^Tz\<n 
*diP*iBi;s#(*:*«Afcct*«p»trs bi— % 

[0 0 10] *B»WlC»oTtt, Ifi^OSllC* 
MlifiioT. *fllP*«#fl£C«fcoTBBi;6n. 



(3) 

3 

Site. *#l:fifilKLT. #SftjM-t>®T? 

sit. ##»ff«*fffttt»c-ra*\ #fpii«»c 

[0 0 11] tit. bi—m&tfi. hi— ®mft<Dh 

i— ©«i*n*i;T«iw*««[fi*«*Tir»*fc*, io 

VJiiTJi^Tfe. >*-*Srt©K3--©JWfcRFik 
[0 0 12] ifc, *St©J62©£91tt. ±fB©fgl© 

«|gffitf«l8 L 6 . h ft *ffi«fr 6 & AT 
"4 C t »C«k 0 , h ^-SSSrttf h K J: T*fc 35 n 
tzh<D-?$>K)^ jffttf. fiWanttt^-rsntlcioT 20 

JWHB£*iM-«a»***U 3fRgff©#tt&ff:ffi 

□£©«£#&**« *>©^**££ *«r*£-r 
3fc©£«t-s>. 

[0 0 13] *m<DW,2<DWmz&-oT\$, hi— §gg 

LTW&:V>tttt&>S, fth±- SSl*3fc:3S»r<5 

m □ t H»J«©WJM» S*«*fT^, c =t o Tit 
ftLT^5t>©T&-S. ■£■©£©, ftfgif ©fcfed&g 

fc-TdtrtWrao. ffift*%ofctt»T©«#fc& 
5. cniC^LT. **©S62©3Bi8-ett, h:*— «f$ 

-©«Jt£Kihb»*. U^fe. £§s©Jra§SI$£ 
[0 0 14] #B©S2©$89mi, 

mm □ ictK^-r § c t c «t ? xmm □ &m c z 

£*ru a«iig«©##«i^a^##aittffitffl»wt so 
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4 

ni)fe©T-feSo aoT. #*©±»&«t#fflpt© 

Kn («pC. «£T*2o©«#©rt, 
©SW©*»**raSttTfr:bn*3filH«e£) K<fco 
t, ttffin^H twits tt«. bfrfc, .z.a>&&&i-t 
fztb\z\Z, A^tf©#*TttHJtT**i^^, #&© 

a*«t##aMP«i©atstj:tjT**ft»»s*. 

±E©Ml«iK^**iRS-&*"b©T»5. ftoT. gig 
BSi#fr»fP»t©»IStt. £K£«i:*HJP£:©* 

*iS ! r« , b©T»ntf«kir>. *©fej&©ft#w«c^at 

UTtt. »IS»i:##*ff«A<3fii«K^-rst>©itfc 

Z>mm$:mj}\zmtfZ>h<D£Ltc<0 , fcUtCi; 

tffcO'T*fc©£WKW»5 , b©T*S. 
[0 0 15] H. *B©J6l, «2 0»«C*HT. # 
lBPtiPW««l©h^— KflMWoeiBMBft*, ff 
«*©«H©HiafSnfc»ffiW»CJ:' D T«IIS*T* 
Jgf-S^i^ gBfifc&ttS h*- ©JRttRiJhjft. M 
iXic. *9»««©h^— KWWVOfifjHfiSr^JK© 
^»*##^trct«c<i»ATS^t*tT?*.5jfiiT, fir 
MT**. *©fc*©^ffWJ&:^atUTtt. a^SB 
fl©#flcfllffVfi +?S©«tti LT.. fHBStttf 

a©««©#(wtff«t hi— «srtt*«wa-r*t>© 

*fa&v>J§££fct ttttl □ lif««#©^ffl©K n^i 

[0 0 16] *«©«Bfllc«ah^— A-h'Jyy 

yi7h/U>M , nMS«©«a©aftQMSB 
(KT. *K«9«»©8«t^3) (r^ftXttfg^© 

h^-- (WH>^^tf) srftje-rsfcJi)©*-!-'; 

yS?***T*t>©T**. d©^«EnSi|^BtC 
*- h U *S>*6B««Kh*-*1tlWS»Sfflfc© 

iffjSMti:bT«i)E-rs^s©"b©**<»a*«. ^©Mn 

©^©fc©lC*ftTt>, *S56WttafflL»*"b©T 
[0 0 17] 

[mwommomm bit, ^©HiBtftc***^ 
©**©»»c-p^TMwr*. 0 1 te*s^0j©nss 

<omm\Z^V±- *-h»JyS?0jEBHT*D, 0 2 
© (A) HRA-h'Jy^©*Ui«©«WriiH-C*0. 

(b) tt»mg8©¥isia'T?» o . (o »«3pfiHis©& 
a©#ft«fpa©wfiiiia-c**. a 3 ci-e©fi«HjB 



(4) 

5 

[0 0 18] Z<Dhi— *-HJy3>tt. H^M*®* 

[0 0 19] h^— fflKltt. C©*Jt<0»»t?tt. ± 
ht- £S§f*l© h-t- ©WSCiSUTJRrtf 5«* 

7 w ;uAT'fe «t < ttistans© 7^ )Vk*mm Ltzm^7 10 

M t fcBr if A* v 94 > # y ir 7. o T <b J; V». 

[o o 2 o] '»ma&2W:, n© hi— ®mi(Dm 
-hy-;Wi i©*ra«#»;:«tt&nTv>sa«, ft 

[0 0 2 1] Sfcfc. SEffiBS2«, hi— gglK*** 20 

.»2iKfoai[HiE^a-eH3£sn**«2 it. sastc 

ol»2li:tt. h*- ^8§l<Z)l*W£9IS-rs#SI& 
2 2 «3M. ;i©i»iIS&2 2 t4_hiH©##3 Cio 
Tlfli;&tt3»aJP2 3*ffl**.- ##3 
14, j#fflP2 3 iOftgBfi'J SSlOrtSBHI) \Z 

[0 0 2 2] #flc3©ftflfctt. #iBP2'3!C«^-r* 

nt^S. tfDEr, ##3©«!'**Ctt, tt?1t#©$tl 30 
©##*^W4K*^-r5illSai5 3 2dtKlt6nTH 

4 1 ^^-r-smgrao, :©«T»4. 

fft»4©fc»4 1 trt4Sng|?^4 1 atfRttSn; d© 
finW»CK^r***3 3 a*«gP3 2rt(Cigttb 

[0 0 2 3] £©#ft3(4. m&ffi2 <D&&iimmzB 

C, #-f KgB5lC«fcoT> SgrtSttTl^i. ZL<DJJ4 H 
«5tt, *»2 lC«ttSftfc£tt5 1.' 5 1 i. C© 40 
Stt 5 1 6 F*i«K6lttT5g«S tlfclgegB 5 2, 5 2i 
£<Ia.3o COJWTtt, 3£ft5 1 £J»g|$5 2 £f4. 
fc-ftRttSttT^S**. l*Tt>J:<. 3*£U£L 
Tfccfc^. 8^gK5 2©SSM!tt£tt5 KC*fLTlHli(jpI 

-tUT, Cl©#JTf4, 0 2 ICTKfJ; "5 K. 
3#$aJP2 3C{R-&LTliSB$tctt, JBagU 5 2 ©5fc« 
f5T^C*»3. i3 (C) tCjKTcfcp{C. 

3 tffitb p 2 3 taai&tfHhxmm □ 2 3 <,» 

fcttttT?tt, J^gB 5 2 ©3ftHflM<£Slffl<fc 0 ±#(C& 50 
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[0 0 2 4] SBCdfflWTtt, JttSl, 5 1(1 i 

1. 5IHC. 7h-yA*53#. 8635 5 2 ©±#&»l;;*g 
nTlA-5. £©7. h-y/15 314. #fl£3#±#ttMlc* 

.fc«p c a« bx , ^nR±<7) ±# b ft ir > «t a ic t s fc © 

D. C fflX h -7 A" 5 3 t&&1*b fcaXTIifeK 
[0 0 2 5] #K,-«^aWP®£«C:fett*##tWE« 
4C^V»TK^-TS. £©#&tifeg|$4f4. l?if© 

kb©«-««©jh«S!I-<\ h:*-- ©ftfjg 

g&rt©-f >*©«»*&■£ ^tfTf+vy^U -^©£B 

h u e.© h ^— ©#ta lt, * v n-mo 
hi— <Dft®f&ft<DMmft\z®%?z hi—zmmzK 

2>fc©T*?>. Z.<D&mt, hi— ©ftffi©^*^ 
[0 0 2 6] C©#^#f^gB4«. h7— ©»ffl«Bt 

tt9Jffo!)t)©ib-rsteKl"*c:t'b-e***«, z\<dmt~ 

[0 0 2 7] «kO»b<H; ^©##:Jif^S54tt, fttii 

fctth^— ©PffiSK4 2»ten, ^©h^— ©s^ 
ffiS»4 2a»6*Mfcfcai;*B!a»4 3#, ##Af^SIS 
4©3feJMF0t»»t6nT^*. JK0*»«l^«4O5fe 

*4i«, mm<D£o\z. aiga3 2Ks«sn*t>o 

T. l^SgE3 2 ©3££3 3 at«-&fSffingl5»4 1 a 

*«»»tenT^*. z.<Dmtim^A i aommnzma 

«4 3#»j££ftTlr>*. BP*.. I®lag|43H # 
#3®i«^«3 li, »WP2 3t©i^*«#|.nfc* 

fig (0ii«ffi) x\ hi—&&<Df*i9\-&mw5im£.Tzm 

OT**0. C©^JXt4, M«I8T?.- #iiJP2 3©rt« 
(hi— £iff©P»J) ICtt«bTV>*. 
[0 0 2 8] S^ffiP 2 3 OSSfiHHW^ttt, O U >7* 

4 4<f©->-;^s«»R^€.n. :©y-j^gi;i^ 

T, $ti)ffi2 0)*3&2 2t<0M©->-;i/*tftSn4.- 
[0 0 2 9] ^ct, ^©h-^— *-hU-yS?lCj:*h^- 

(C. ##t»fpa5 4t#mW2ttt»liJK«"C*5^. lie 
^t4. 0 3 (A) * (B) IC^-Tcfc^K, #*#ffgB4 
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8tttiP2 3*JHi;fcttlB£ftoTV>.5. f^M«i, 
2 3 <h±«-&»3 1 4. 

[0030] -eix. i^-**M&?-*iBictt. #&jf 

T. #ma 2 3££&£gB3 1 i«D«mn4 (HI 3 
(B) (C) ) . Cl©0iJT-(2. #HJP2 3<fc±«£ 
35 3 1 t0«^**^n*tH«ffc:, 3 ©gf§g|$ 3 2 

[0 0 3 1] JfclC . 4 3 & $ g fc»ft 

StfSdtlCfc^T. 2 tf±JFU 

#U»5"b©£ft*. £©*MBC:feV>Ttt, ##3/4*1- 
©ftffiP2 3^g«ttTMttS8£ftoTi59. £ £ 

tc. *«afi&4 0>nQV4 3#(. »hjp2 3«towau 

[0 0 3 2] £©0mi. SPffl»2*ht-SSlOT 20 

j&TlCckoT. ##*fP«4©HPa4 3»69USK 

-&<5C:<!:fcWt-&D, -£-©«££«. »ffl«2£h:J- 
-«Sl©±SHcRW-Ti3< Ct&WT'i&O. 

SI (2. 1*385© N^-CSfcJftDT^LT, 30 
A 6 ft V>*MB fcfcfirT 5 fc © 4 . 
[0 0 3 3] #tC. ZVmT'te. ##mit941fibi— 

ai«pc^«©a«*#eatfcift<. ©*§*&£ 

[0 0 3 4] Mioht- ©*t*&7W£7-f-3<h. 
*ff«4*««iibT, 02«L<*2. 03 (A) . Xtt 

(B) ©tftitCftS. EP£. #ffii^a4A<«ji-r-B 
IB. #f»f»4tt#*3©*»«3 2t«^LT* 
0. 3 t*C»iifS. *UT. i3 (B) 40 
IB. EP^. SEffiP 2 3 ££&£gB3 1 t*t«^Lfc«tt 
tftO. h^- ©WffltfffihSnfcWRB&Jti:*. £g 
tC. ##»f^»4^aiBf*t, S3 (A) ©«£?£. 
##»fP«4t^#3©aHS«3 2iO«^tl4tt 
SitftO, H2fc*-f iifcl, mm 3, 4tfttMLtzVt 

3 ©£&$ 3 2 tans Lfc«»T. «is«ifp*fT a c t 

{C«t0. ##3©±K^»3 l£*aiP2 3 £©«•&# 
□ 2 3£©&£#ft£ftT^5£&. h:*— ©zfn«« 50 
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ST#*fc*. -e©SitlC||LTfc(S=l7.h(I»A-i.C 

ijft«T#. sec #fr»ff«B4©i»jiiaiii(iffivo 
*ttftftfP©*.c«fcoT. bi—am&t, «1©£V> 

[0035] n. ±E©«TH. aianomfn 

43W»m«MllC*»ttCIMfr*ll. 3&SS53 2<h#& 
jffeg&4i:©iIS£ *t&Snt«»T. ±&£gB 

3 1 bVWn 2 3 &©K&tfflH&3n«ftf, c©g[^T? 
tt. 3£ffi3 2£#ttafra4£©£» (Sra) 
£&Sns&gttfc<. Jfc©. 5!&Sg©##$f£gB4 

ftsn*"b©-c*n««kK ±E©fltt?tt, ±& 
£g&3 1 tswjp 2 3 ifflfl^^ftsntaisTtt. x 

«W3 2t#fl£*fP«4 t©SISA«*PI»$nsJ:5»cU 

-a. sneaiS3 2t##s^as4t©aig«»ft 
snnn »s<s©ffiiC43viTttiffl5iisjijsj#sn 

«KS©S«^6»0n-ra»"C, SISffi3 2 
»4 t©aiS*»|»-rsJ:5tLTt><kH. 

[0 0 3 6] ^f', H4«h^— $g©3E5«**"rt> 
©T. 5fc©3IJ6©»lBTtt. 4Wtht-*fBftfflht 
-©MSKltfiDTKM-rsVttffi&ftoT^At. 0 4 

(A) ©GsiT-te. Otttfl0 2*t. 8S©tt¥£SU:lC 

1 0 1 fc^oT«. iRSSSE 1 0 2 £?MMSffi 1 0 3 

tfr&mtitetu #ir««io3c. #m»2*«»»t& 

*IT^«. ^iK^gBl 0 3 H«R©^ric«Hglf©*»E 

«K©^fiK«Ji**^ftD, *SUElc«toTSg»-r-B* 
*tt**UT^*. SP*». «^SB10 2«. |^«t8ffi 1 
0 3 ©rtfflKMOtf < id:*»pJ1gftaai©l6llctt**r 
b. f^gE©h^- ©i^SICcfcoT, rtg|5l'?S^<&An.5 
Cift<, iRHLT. ft^WlCtt. tUKff 1 0 2 ##IR 
^SE 1 0 3©AfliCS0ft^1Mi (rtfi|5SIBI««*<ft 
4ttffi) £ft5» 

[0 0 3 7] 04 (B) Wht-SSl 1 lte. l*JgB© 

^UT. .^©*«l»a5l 1 2C*tUT»»nJl£fc 
iRSSgPl 1 3*J#iR«BSrt«C«AbT^»*. Cl©h^ 
-tgl 1 U2. TOgBl 1 3titW5mzmWilTZ>Z.£ 

2(2, #CMtfl 1 2fi:WJ6nT^«. 
[0 0 3 8] W. 04 (A) (B) ©0in©0!©*£C 
fc. *«8ttoa!Sl0 4, 114lcJ:oT, bi—tt 
»©*HIJ**|jfr*Ci:*»T#*. (A) ©0ilT12. * 
TOtt©@|2tt 10 4$. iR^g|5 1 0 2 ©fl-WcKfiL 
T. *««W1.0 3C«BHfL<ttH*fl3UT*<. fi 
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U Q%<»Wm'& 10 5*, #JKtt&®ffitt 1 0 4 
[0 0 3 9] 0 4 (B) ©#JT-14. #flM8tt«D»« 1 1 

4$, jRigflisi i z<nm\\zmtLx, jmxmhbi 1 2 

1 5*. JMZJBttOffittl 1 4£RttT*5<. 
[0 0 4 0] #tB»©ttOSIJfiO»jB*^*t. 

[0 0 4 1] 0 5©W4. it<©5lEl!5©»»K*tt*^H* 
3*, »WB52tSWK»iSUfc«T*4. £©#JT14 
##3©J1B{;:, ##:3©ffl»OSert*a-rfc»0»«' 
4, SSB2 llcRtfa, Jl#l¥}l~14. Mfc*©^ K£ 

tti 2 r*£82 i3j»64aa-rs. cnicj^T, ## 
314. #-r HXtti 2 licirtsnoo, «r*vr*:: 

W. *W KXtt 1 2 1 i##3t(lS»tli!iot^ 

0 3 Ictf-f h*5tt 1 2 1 £J1S|pJ 20 

[0 0 4 2] 06©W4. 5t©SIM<0»!glC*^4BlP 
»4 3©ffi«*«jgbfc«T»<5. 5fc©0TO4, ##3 

##tifp« 4 © m a SB 4 3 *«', tfctB □ 2 3 <fc 0 rt§B#JtC 

«C»ffl <W<£#«g £fc o fc t>OT* o - ©#JT' 

tt, BB#»£fcofclRfc, ##£fl;g|S4©MP«4 3 
*». »{tiP2 3 JcO^aSffltfiaLT^Sfe©?*.*. 30 
BP^. ##3fflH«»3 2K»UTK^"r*h^— IMP 
B?4©$fe«4 l<hg§PgB4 3i©Kt, SftBP2 3J;0 

14. *Kfr3*»M-- ©»fflP2 3a>6«ttTMtt*£& 
^fclBC, »fflP2 3©(W::3Jft8Rl 3 
T, »mP2 3ta»8Bl 3 lt©IB*aoT, h}— 
*««UJ-r-6. ^LTSittBLfc 14. WP«4 3*»5 

h^-- ©*fflffl»4 2*iiT. ^asicsttu-r*t)©T* 

*. . 

[0 0 4 3] 0 714, *B»^©$6CI6©*lfi©jgffi 40 
K#3®rffi0T£>r), (A) !4Blttii£*L. (B) 14 

H«ffi**-r. 0 1 ©#j-ei4. £a 5 1 . 5i m\zx b 

y/t5 3*Rttfc#. d©0<lT'14. ^tt£Rlt&^ j«T 
H 1 ©HtfflS-f*. fiP%##314. SgB2 1£2#© 
MSI 4 1. 14 lC£oTttR3nTV>«. w©B5BP 
14 1, Hill (A) K^TckolcT^lcfSjttTri? 
ttbfc*MW>6. (B) CS-T «t'5t±^{c|fiIJtT#« 
S *llttt*C*»r * C t *»T* * t> <DT* *. »"6 , 
iOCORSUl, 1 4 H4. ^NtS^TKltfn? 
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i, Tsjattswrafcc-e**. 

[0 0 4 4] 0 814. *mftW02 *>\zm<Dnffi(DJ&m 

\Z&Z *-hUy^©»aw«aia-c»«. c©n 

!ft©»»fc#*»aj«2 0 114. £Mlg£!©fc©T, 
l««#tt©SW2 0 2**1,. ^©TwSBiCte. f«SE2 
0 3*t^tenx^S. d©Xg|$2 0 2tfbi— gg|2 
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[Title of the Invention] Toner Cartridge 
[Abstract] (Revised) 

[Purpose] To provide a toner cartridge which, even when toner is 
successively supplied from the toner cartridge solely by the amount of 
toner consumed in a copying machine or the like, allows a toner discharge 
port to be opened , and closed reliably and easily, and is capable of 
preventing degeneration of the toner in the toner container for a long 
period of time. 

[Solving Means] A toner container 204 is equipped with a contracting 
portion adapted to contract as the amount of toner in the toner container 
is reduced; in the state in which the contracting portion of the toner 
container is contracted, toner is poured in from a discharge portion 201, 
whereby the interior of the toner container 204 is filled with toner. A 
valve body 206 of the toner discharge portion 201 has a main fit-engagement 
portion 209 which is fit-engaged with a discharge port 208 to thereby close 
the discharge port 208, and has a connecting portion 213 connected with a 
valve body operating portion 211 of an apparatus such as a copying machine. 
When the valve body operating portion 211 of the apparatus descends, the 
connecting portion 213 moves together with the valve body operating portion 
211 while connected with the valve body operating portion 211, and the main 
fit-engagement portion 209 and the discharge port 208 are fit-engaged with 
each other, thereby reliably closing the discharge port. 
[C I a i ms] 

[Claim 1] A toner cartridge comprising a toner container accommodating 
powder or liquid toner for a developing device, and a discharge portion for 
supplying toner to the developing device from the toner container, 

characterized in that the toner container is equipped with a 
contracting portion that contracts as the amount of toner in the toner 
container is reduced, and that the toner discharge portion is equipped with 
a valve body which opens a discharge port provided in the toner discharge 
portion when a valve body operating portion of the developing device is in 
an operating state, and closes the discharge port when the valve body 
operating portion of the developing device is in an non-operating state. 
[Claim 2] A toner cartridge according to Claim 1, characterized in that 
when the contracting portion of the toner container is in a contracted 
state, toner is poured in from the discharge portion to thereby fill the 
toner container with toner, 

that the valve body has a main fit-engagement portion which is 
fit-engaged with the discharge port to thereby close the discharge port, 
and has a connecting portion connected to the valve body operating portion 
of the developing device, and 

that when the valve body operating portion of the developing device 
makes relative transition to a non-discharge state, the connecting portion 
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moves together with a valve operating portion while connected with the 
valve body operating portion to effect fit-engagement of the main 
fit-engagement portion with the discharge port. 
[Detailed Description of the Invention] 
[0001] 

[Field of the Invention] The present invention relates to a toner cartridge 
for supplying powder or liquid toner (including printing ink) to a 
developing device such as a copying machine, a printer, or a printing 
machine, and to an opening/closing structure for a toner discharge port 
thereof. 
[0002] 

[Prior Art] Powder or liquid toner serving as an electrophotographic 
developer for use in a copying machine, a printer, a printing machine or 
the like, is generally sealed in a toner cartridge and supplied to an 
apparatus such as a copying machine. And, from this toner cartridge, toner 
is supplied to a toner storage vessel in the copying machine or the like. 
As a construction for that purpose, there has been used one in which a seal 
is attached to^the toner discharge port and the seal is separated therefrom 
at the time of replenishment; this construction, however, does not allow 
the discharge port to be closed again once the seal has been separated. 
[0003] Further, there has been proposed a construction in which a valve 
body is provided at the toner discharge port and this valve body is urged 
by a spring so as to effect closing UP 60-80878 A, JP 7-44005 A, and JP 
8-137229 A); the construction, however, requires provision of a spring in 
the toner container, which leads to a complicated structure; further, when 
the toner cartridge suffers great vibrations during its transportation, the 
spring may be loosened, which means that there is a fear of toner being 
leaked although in a minute amount. 

[0004] Further, JP 7-44005 A, mentioned above, discloses a construction in 
which before toner is used, a discharge port is closed by effecting 
fit-engagement of a valve body with the discharge port, and in which when 
using toner, the valve body is opened by being pushed up to thereby close 
the discharge port. In this construction, however, the discharge port once 
opened cannot be restored to the fit-engaged state, so that the discharge 
port cannot be completely closed halfway through. Thus, in the case of a 
type of construction in which toner is successively supplied from a toner 
cartridge by the amount of toner consumed, there is a fear of toner being 
gradually leaked out through the discharge port in the non-fit-engaged 
state. Similarly, JP 7-44005 A, mentioned above, proposes a construction 
in which the closed state of the discharge port and the valve body is 
maintained by magnetic force; this construction requires attachment of a 
separate member, i.e., a magnet, which means that an increase in production 
cost cannot be avoided. 
[0005] 

[Problems to be solved by the Invention] In view of the above problems, it 
is an object of the present invention to provide a toner cartridge which 
allows the discharge port to be closed reliably and easily. 
[0006] Further, conventional toner containers are ones formed of hard 
synthetic resin or the like and which do not undergo a change in the 
content when the toner is used. However, in the case of a type of 
construction in which toner is successively supplied from a toner cartridge 
based on the toner consumption amount, toner may remain in the toner 
container for a long period of time. In such cases, the air in the toner 



container and the toner are kept in contact with each other for a long 
period of time, so that there is a problem in that the toner is likely to 
be degenerated. 

[0007] In this regard, the present invention provides a toner cartridge 
which allows the discharge port to be opened and closed reliably and 
easily, and in particular, which is suitable for a replenishment system in 
which toner is successively supplied from the toner cartridge solely by the 
amount of toner consumed in an apparatus such as a copying machine. 
[0008] Further, the present invention provides a toner cartridge which can 
prevent degeneration of toner in the toner container for a long period of 
time even in the case of a type of construction in which toner is 
successively supplied from the toner cartridge based on the toner 
consumption amount. 
[0009] 

[Means for solving the Problem] To attain the above problem, there is 
provided a toner cartridge including a toner container accommodating powder 
or liquid toner for a developing device, and a discharge portion for 
supplying toner to the developing device from the toner container, in which 
the toner container is equipped with a contracting portion adapted to 
contract as the amount of toner in the toner container is reduced, and in 
which the toner discharge portion is equipped with a toner discharge port, 
and a valve body which opens the discharge port when a valve body operating 
portion of the developing device is in an operating state, and closes the 
discharge port when the valve body operating portion of the developing 
device is in an non-operating state. 

[0010] In the present invention, when, in an apparatus such as a copying 
machine, it is necessary to supply toner, a discharge port is opened 
through operation of a valve body operating portion of the copying 
apparatus, and toner is supplied. When the requisite amount of toner has 
been supplied, the valve body operating portion of the developing device is 
placed in a non-operating state, and the discharge port is closed by the 
valve body, thus preventing leakage of toner through the discharge port. 
The operation of the valve body operating portion may, for example, be one 
in which the valve is moved through movement toward and away from the valve 
body, or one in which the cartridge side moves toward and away from the 
valve body operating portion with the valve body operating portion itself 
being at rest at a fixed position, bringing the valve body operating 
portion either into an operating state or a non-operating state. This 
operation may be effected automatically, or by effecting switching between 
the operating state and the non-operating state manually. 
[0011] Since the toner container is equipped with a contracting portion 
adapted to contract based on the reduction in the amount of toner in the 
toner container, the content of the toner container is reduced as toner is 
discharged. As a result, it is possible to prevent intrusion of air into 
the toner container, and to prevent degeneration of the toner in the toner 
container even when a long period of time elapses with no toner 
replenishment conducted. 

[0012] According to a second invention, there is provided a toner cartridge 
according to the present invention, in which, when the contracting portion 
of the toner container is in a contracted state, toner is poured in from 
the discharge portion to thereby fill the toner container with toner, in 
which the valve body has a main fit-engagement portion which is fit-engaged 
with the discharge port to thereby close the discharge port, and has a 
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connecting portion connected to a valve body operating portion of the 
developing device, and in which when the valve body operating portion of 
the developing device makes relative transition to a non-discharge state, 
the connecting portion moves together with the valve operating portion 
while connected with the valve body operating portion to effect 
fit-engagement of the main fit-engagement portion with the discharge port. 
[0013]- In the second aspect of the present invention, toner is poured in 
from the discharge portion in the state in which the contracting portion of 
the toner container is in the contracted state, whereby the toner container 
is filled with toner; thus, it is possible to fill the toner container with 
toner in a state in which practically no air exists in the toner container. 
For example, in the case of a soft synthetic resin bag called a pouch, when 
filling its interior with a substance, the filling is effected from a 
portion different from the discharge port, the pouch being sealed through 
heat sealing. Thus, it is necessary to provide the requisite space for 
heat sealing, which means that it is difficult to fill the container 
completely with the substance, with some air being allowed to remain at the 
time of sealing. In contrast, in the second aspect of the present 
invention, the toner container can be filled with toner in a state in which 
practically no air exists in the toner container, so that it is possible to 
fill the container substantially completely with toner, making it possible 
to prevent degeneration of the toner even if it is preserved for a long 
period of time. Further, since the contracting portion of the toner 
container is caused to contract completely to perform the filling in a 
state in which substantially no air remains in the container, there is no 
need to drive away or suck the air in the container at the time of filling, 
making it possible to expedite the filling. 

[0014] Further, in the second aspect of the present invention, the valve 
body has a main fit-engagement portion which is fit-engaged with the 
discharge port to close the discharge port, and further, has a connecting 
portion connected with the valve operating portion of the developing 
device; when the valve operating portion of the developing device makes 
relative transition to a non-discharge state, the connecting portion moves 
together with the valve operating portion while connected with the valve 
body operating portion to effect fit-engagement of the main fit-engagement 
portion with the discharge port. Thus, due to the fit-engagement of the 
main fit-engagement portion of the valve body and the discharge port (in 
particular, forcible fit-engagement effected through deformation of at 
least one of two members fit-engaged with each other), the discharge port 
is firmly sealed. Further, where it is rather difficult to effect this 
fit-engagement through urging by a spring or the like, the above-mentioned 
forcible fit-engagement is realized by moving the valve body through 
connection of the connecting portion of the valve body and the valve body 
operating portion. Thus, it is only necessary for the connection between 
the connecting portion and the valve body operating portion to be such that 
fit-engagement of the main fit-engagement portion with the discharge port, 
in particular, forcible fit-engagement thereof, is possible, with the valve 
body being connected to the valve body operating portion with a strength 
allowing the forcible fit-engagement. As a specific means for realizing 
the above, it is possible, for example, to effect forcible fit-engagement 
of the connecting portion with the valve body operating portion, to provide 
a lock hole in one of them and to provide on the other a protrusion to be 
engaged with this lock hole, to effect threaded engagement with a screw, 
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or, further, to connect the connecting portion and the valve body operating 
portion together by magnetic force. 

[0015] In the first and second aspects of the present invention, it is 
advantageous to directly connect the discharge port with the storage 
portion, such as the toner storage vessel, on the copying apparatus side, 
by a discharge route of a cylindrical configuration or the like which is 
closed -in the periphery, in terms of that- it is possible to prevent toner 
from being scattered within the apparatus, and that toner can be introduced 
into the storage portion, such as the toner storage vessel, on the copying 
apparatus side without allowing intrusion of external air. As a specific 
means for realizing the above, the valve body operating portion on the 
copying apparatus side is formed as a hollow cylinder, and the valve body 
operating portion itself also serves as the discharge route, the valve body 
operating portion formed as a hollow cylinder and the toner container 
communicating with each other, with the valve body opened. When the valve 
body operating portion does not also serve as the discharge route, a 
discharge route of a cylindrical configuration or the like whose periphery 
is closed may be applied to or fit-engaged with the discharge port. 
[0016] In the various aspects of the present invention, the term toner 
cartridge means a cartridge for supplying powder or liquid toner (including 
printing ink) to a copying machine, a printer (a laser printer or an ink 
jet printer), or various developing/printing apparatuses such as a printing 
machine (hereinafter simply refer red to as apparatuses such as a copying 
machine). Such developing/printing apparatuses include one of the type 
which has a storage vessel for temporarily storing toner and in which toner 
is supplied from the toner cartridge to the storage vessel, one of the type 
in which the apparatus itself is equipped with no storage vessel and in 
which the toner cartridge functions as a storage vessel, etc. ; the present 
invention is applicable to all of these types of apparatus. 
[0017] 

[Embodiments] In the following, embodiments of the present invention will 
be described with reference to the accompanying drawings. Fig. 1 is a 
front view of a toner cartridge according to an embodiment of the present 
invention, portion (A) of Fig. 2 is a longitudinal sectional view of the 
discharge portion of the cartridge, portion (B) thereof is a plan view of 
the discharge portion, and portion (0 thereof is a sectional view of a 
valve body operating portion of an apparatus such as a copying machine. 
Fig. 3 is a diagram illustrating the operation thereof. 
[0018] This toner cartridge is equipped with a toner container 1 
accommodating powder or liquid toner for an apparatus such as a copying 
machine, and a discharge portion 2 for replenishment through supply of 
toner from this toner container to the apparatus such as a copying machine. 
[0019] In this embodiment, the toner container 1 as a whole constitutes a 
contracting portion adapted to contract as the amount of toner in the toner 
container is reduced; specifically, it is generally formed by a flexible 
bag called a pouch. The bag may consist of a bag using a synthetic resin 
film as the material; the film may be a unitary film or a composite film 
formed by laminating together a plurality of kinds of films. Further, it 
is also possible to adopt a paper bag or a cloth bag on the inner surface 
of which a resin film layer is formed. Further, it is also possible to 
adopt a so-called bag-in-box consisting of such a bag accommodated in a 
container of higher rigidity than a film, such as a paper box. 
[0020] Next, the discharge portion 2 is provided at an appropriate position 
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of the toner container 1. In the example of Fig. 1, the toner container 1 
is a pouch whose entire periphery is heat-sealed, so that it is provided in 
a middle portion of the heat-sealed portion 11; it is also possible to 
provide it in a corner portion 12 or in a central portion 13 of the bag. 
[0021] Next, the discharge portion 2 is equipped with a base portion 21 
fixed to the toner container 1 by an appropriate fixing means, such as 
welding or -adhesion, and a valve body 3 provided so as to be capable of 
moving toward and away from the base portion. Formed in the base portion 
21 is a communication passage 22 establishing communication between the 
interior and the exterior of the toner container 1, and the communication 
passage 22 is equipped with a discharge port 23 which is closed by the 
valve body 3. In this example, the valve body 3 is provided on the inner 
side of the discharge port 23 (in the interior of the toner container 1). 
[0022] In the outer periphery of the valve body 3, there is provided a main 
fit-engagement portion 31 adapted to close the discharge port 23 by being 
fit-engaged with the discharge port 23~ In the central portion of the 
valve body 3, there is provided a connecting portion 32 to be fit-engaged 
with a valve body operating portion 4 of an apparatus such as a copying 
machine. More specifically, the connecting portion 32 is a recess 
receiving a forward end portion 41 of the valve body operating portion 4; 
in particular, in this example, a constricted portion 41a is provided in 
the forward end portion 41 of the valve body operating portion 4, and a 
ridge 33a to be fit-engaged with this constricted portion is provided in 
the connecting portion 32. 

[0023] While the valve body 3 may be formed separately from the base 
portion of the discharge portion 2, in this example, it is formed 
integrally therewith and is guided by a guide portion 5. The guide portion 
5 is equipped with supports 51, 51 provided on the base portion 21, and arm 
portions 52, 52 extending inwardly from the supports 51. While in this 
example, a pair of right and left supports 51 and arm portions 52 are 
provided, it is also possible for their number to be one or three or more. 
The proximal end portions of the arm portion 52 are rotatable with respect 
to the supports 51, and the distal end portions of the arm portion 52 are 
rotatable with respect to the valve body 3. As shown in Fig. 2, in this 
example, when the valve body 3 is fit-engaged with the discharge port 23, 
the distal ends of the arm portions 52 are below the proximal ends thereof, 
and as shown in Fig. 3(0, in the state in which the fit-engagement of the 
valve body 3 and the discharge port 23 is canceled and the discharge port 
23 is open, the distal ends of the arm portions 52 are above the proximal 
ends thereof. 

[0024] Further, in this example, the supports 51, 51 extend further upwards 
than the arm portions 52, and the space between the extending supports 51, 
51 is bridged by a stopper 53 situated above the arm portions 52. When it 
comes to the raised position, the valve body 3 abuts the stopper 53, and is 
prevented from rising further; it is also possible to provide some other 
means for preventing further rise of the valve body, and it is not always 
necessary to provide the stopper 53. 

[0025] Next, the valve body operating portion 4 in the apparatus such as a 
copying machine will be described. The valve body operating portion 4 is 
operated, each time the amount of developer for each sheet used in the 
apparatus such as a copying machine, or the use amount of ink in the toner 
storage portion such as a hopper, is detected by a sensor, whereby 
discharge of toner from the cartridge is indicated. Further, a fixed 
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reduction amount by use of toner is detected by a sensor, and operation is 
conducted, whereby discharge of toner from the cartridge is indicated, and 
toner is supplied in an amount corresponding to the reduction amount in the 
toner storage portion such as a hopper. In this example, when discharge of 
toner is required, it is brought close to the valve body 3 and is placed in 
the operating state, and when discharge of toner is not required, it is 
moved away from the valve body 3 and placed in the non-operating state. 
[0026] The valve body operating portion 4 may be separated from the toner 
discharge route; in this example, however, the valve body operating portion 
4 also serves as the toner discharge route. 

[0027] More specifically, the valve body operating portion 4 is a 
shaft-like component that is inserted into the communication passage 22 of 
the discharge portion 2; in the valve body operating portion 4, there is 
provided a toner discharge route 42, and an opening 43 leading from the 
toner discharge route 42 to the exterior is provided near the forward end 
oi the valve body operating portion 4. As stated above, the forward end., 
portion 41 of the valve body operating portion 4 is received by the 
connecting portion 32, and is provided with the constricted portion 41a to 
be fit-engaged with the ridge 33a of the connecting portion 32. The 
opening 43 is formed on the proximal end side of the constricted portion 
41a. That is, the opening 43 is an opening establishing communication 
between the interior and the exterior of the toner container, with the 
fig-engagement of the main fit-engagement portion 31 of the valve body 3 
and the discharge port 23 being canceled (the open state) ; in this example, 
the opening 43 is situated on the inner side of the discharge port 23 (the 
inner side of the toner container) in the open state. 

[0028] In the outer periphery of the proximal end side of the discharge 
port 23, there is provided a seal means such as an 0-ring 44, and sealing 
between the discharge portion 2 and the communication passage 22 is 
effected by this seal means. This seal means, which is not always 
necessary, makes it possible to completely eliminate leakage of the toner 
which has not reached the discharge route 42 from the opening 43. 
[0029] Next, the toner replenishment method using this toner cartridge will 
be described. First, the cartridge shown in Fig. 1 is set at a 
predetermined position in an apparatus such as a copying machine. At this 
stage, the valve body operating portion 4 and the discharge portion 2 are 
separated from each other as shown in Fig. 2, or the valve body operating 
portion 4 and the discharge portion 2 are connected together but the toner 
discharge port 23 is closed by the valve body 3 as shown in Figs. 3(A) and 
3(B). In other words, the discharge port 23 and the main fit-engagement 
portion 31 are fit-engaged with each other. 

[0030] When supplying toner, the valve body operating portion 4 approaches 
the valve body 3, and is raised further, whereby the fit-engagement of the 
discharge port 23 and the main fit-engagement portion 31 is canceled (Figs. 
3(B) to 3(0). In this example, the connecting portion 32 of the valve 
body 3 and the forward end portion 41 of the valve body operating portion 4 
are fit-engaged with each other simultaneously with the canceling of the 
fit-engagement of the discharge port 23 and the main fit-engagement portion 
31; the fit-engagement of the connecting portion 32 of the valve body 3 and 
the valve body operating portion 4 is necessary in the operation of closing 
the valve body 3, and is not necessary in the operation of opening the 
same. 

[0031] Next, the valve body operating portion 4 further moves the valve 
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body 3, whereby the arm portion 52 ascends, and this state can be 
maintained. In this state, the valve body 3 is separated from the toner 
discharge port 23, that is, in the open state, and further, the opening 43 
of the valve body operating portion 4 is situated on the inner side of the 
discharge port 23, making it possible for the toner contained therein to be 
discharged to the exterior through the toner discharge route 42. 
[0032] In this exampler the discharge portion 2 is provided in the lower 
portion of the toner container 1, and the open state is attained by raising 
the valve body operating portion 4, so that the toner drops of itself, and 
passes from the opening 43 of the valve body operating portion 4 through 
the discharge route 42 to be discharged into the toner storage portion such 
as a hopper. However, it is also possible to discharge toner by applying 
pressure to the toner container 1; in this case, it is also possible to 
provide the discharge portion 2 in the upper portion of the toner container 
1, that is, upside down as compared with the state as shown in the drawing; 
further, a horizontal arrangement thereof is also possible. In any case, 
the toner container 1 is deformed based on the amount of toner contained 
therein, maintaining the state in which no air is allowed to enter the 
toner container 1. 

[0033] In particular, in this example, the valve body operating portion 4 
also serves as the toner discharge route, so that toner replenishment can 
be effected with no external air allowed to enter when discharging toner. 
[0034] When toner supply in the requisite amount has been completed, the 
valve body operating portion 4 retreats, and the state as shown in Fig. 2, 
Fig. 3(A), or 3(B) is attained. That, is, when the valve body operating 
portion 4 retreats, the valve body operating portion 4 is fit-engaged with 
the connecting portion 32 of the valve body 3, and retreats together with 
the valve body 3. Accordingly, the state as shown in Fig. 3(B), that is, 
the state in which the discharge port 23 and the main fit-engagement 
portion 31 are fit-engaged with each other, is attained, which means that 
the closed state is attained, in which the toner discharge is stopped. 
When the valve body operating portion 4 further retreats, the state as 
shown in Fig. 3(A) is attained, in which the fit-engagement of the valve 
body operating portion 4 and the connecting portion 32 of the valve body 3 
is canceled, the components 3 and 4 being separated from each other as 
shown in Fig. 2. In any state, the valve body operating portion 4 makes a 
retreating movement while connected with the connecting portion 32 of the 
valve body 3, whereby the fit-engagement of the main fit-engagement portion 
31 of the valve body 3 and the discharge port 23 is realized. In this way, 
the main fit-engagement portion 31 and the discharge portion 23 are 
fit-engaged with each other, so that toner leakage is reliably prevented; 
further, since the discharge portion 2 can be molded integrally of 
synthetic resin, an increase in production cost can be restrained; further, 
through the simple operation of advancing and retreating of the valve body 
operating portion 4, it is possible to realize toner discharge and 
non-discharge involving no leakage. 

[0035] In the above-described example, when the valve body operating 
portion 4 of the developing device makes relative transition to the 
discharge state, the fit-engagement of the main fit-engagement portion 31 
and the discharge port 23 is canceled, with the connecting portion 32 and 
the valve body operating portion 4 being connected (fit-engaged) with each 
other; at this stage, however, it is not necessary for the connection 
(fit-engagement) of the connecting portion 32 and the valve body operating 
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portion 4 to be effected completely; it is only necessary for the 
connection (fit-engagement) to be effected when the valve body operating 
portion 4 of the developing device makes the next relative transition to 
the non-discharge state. Further, while in the above example the 
connection between the connecting portion 32 and the valve body operating 
portion 4 is canceled at the stage where the fit-engagement of the main 
-fit-engagement portion 31 and the discharge port 23 is effected, it is also 
possible to maintain the connecting portion 32 and the valve body operating 
portion 4 in the connected state. That is, once the connection between the 
connecting portion 32 and the valve body operating portion 4 is effected 
upon setting of the cartridge in an apparatus such as a copying machine, 
the opening/closing of the valve body 3 is effected in the operation for 
each replenishment while maintaining this connection, thereafter canceling 
the connection between the connecting portion 32 and the valve body 
operating portion 4 at the stage where the cartridge is removed from the 
apparatus such as a copying machine. 

[0036] Next, Fig. 4 shows a modification of the toner container; while in 
the above-described embodiment the entire toner container constitutes the 
contracting portion that contracts as the amount of toner in the toner 
container is reduced, in the example shown in Fig. 4(A), a contracting 
portion 102 occupies approximately more than half the container. More 
specifically, a toner container 101 is composed of the contracting portion 

102 and a non-contracting portion 103, with the discharge portion 2 being 
provided in the non-contracting portion 103. The non-contracting portion 

103 is formed of a hard synthetic resin or the like which is rigid enough 
not to be crashed under the atmospheric pressure. On the other hand, the 
contracting portion is formed of a hard synthetic resin or the like which 
is flexible enough to be deformed under the atmospheric pressure. That is, 
the contracting portion 102 is flexible enough to closely stick to the 
inner side of the non-contracting portion 103, and contracts without 
allowing any air to enter upon a reduction in the amount of toner therein, 
and a state is finally attained in which the contracting portion 102 sticks 
closely to the inner side of the non-contracting portion 103 (leaving no 
inner space). 

[0037] In a toner container 111 shown in Fig. 4(B), a non-contracting 
portion 112 is formed by a cylindrical body whose inner configuration is 
fixed. A contracting portion 113 slidable with respect to the 
non-contracting portion 112 is fitted into the non-contracting portion. In 
the toner container 111, the contracting portion 113 slides axial ly, 
whereby the content of the container contracts; the discharge portion 2 is 
provided in the non-contracting portion 112. 

[0038] In either of the cases shown in Figs. 4(A) and 4(B), the contour of 
the toner container can be formed by a non-contracting members 104, 114. 
In the example shown in Fig. 4(A), the non-contracting member 104 is 
arranged outside the contracting portion 102, and connected or integrated 
with the non-contracting portion 103. It should be noted, however, that an 
air duct 105 is provided in the non-contracting member 104. 
[0039] In the example shown in Fig. 4(B), the non-contracting member 114 is 
arranged outside the contracting portion 113, and connected or integrated 
with the non-contracting portion 112. It should be noted, however, that an 
air duct 105 is provided in the non-contracting member 114. 
[0040] Next, other embodiments of the discharge portion will be shown; 
these embodiments of the discharge portion are applicable to each of the 
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above toner containers. In the following embodiments, the components that 
are substantially the same as those of the above embodiments are indicated 
by the same reference numerals, and a description thereof will be omitted. 
[0041] Fig. 5 shows an example in which the valve body 3 in the above 
embodiment is formed separately from the discharge portion 2. In this 
example, members for guiding the sliding of the valve body 3 are provided 
on the base portion 21 so -as to surround the valve body 3. More 
specifically, a plurality of guide supports 121 are held upright on the 
base portion 21. Due to this construction, the valve body 3 can move 
axially without being offset while guided by the guide supports 121. While 
it is only necessary for the guide supports 121 to be in contact with the 
valve body 3, the specific construction for guiding allows modifications as 
appropriate; for example, it is also possible to provide the valve body 3 
with slide holes into which the guide supports 121 are slidably inserted. 
[0042] Fig. 6 shows an example in which the position of the opening 43 in 
the above embodiment is changed. In the above example, when the valve body 
3 moves away from the toner discharge port 23 to attain the open state, the 
opening 43 of the valve body operating portion 4 is situated on the inner 
side of the discharge port 23, making it possible to discharge the toner 
contained therein to the exterior from the toner discharge route 42. On 
the other hand, in this example, when the open state is attained, the 
opening 43 of the valve body operating portion 4 is situated on the outer 
side of the discharge port 23. That is, between the forward end portion 41 
of the valve body operating portion 4 to be fit-engaged with the connecting 
portion 32 of the valve body 3 and the opening 43, there is provided a 
communicating portion 131 whose diameter is smaller than that of the 
discharge port 23. In this example, when the valve body 3 moves away from 
the toner discharge port 23 and the open state is attained, the 
communicating portion 131 is situated at the position of the discharge port 
23, and toner flows out through the gap between the discharge port 23 and 
the communicating portion 131. The toner flowing out flows to the exterior 
from the opening 43 by way of the toner discharge route 42. 
[0043] Fig. 7 is a sectional view of still another embodiment of the 
present invention, of which portion (A) shows a closed state, and portion 
(B) shows an open state. While in the example shown in Fig. 1 the stopper 
53 is provided between the supports 51, 51, this example differs from the 
example shown in Fig. 1 in that no such stopper is provided. That is, the 
valve body 3 is connected by the base portion 21 and two arm portions 141, 
141. The arm portions 141, 141 can be deformed from the state in which 
they are downwardly curved as shown in portion (A) to the state in which 
they extend upwardly as shown in portion (B) . That is, the arm portions 
141, 141 allow vertical movement of the valve body 3, and are strong and 
flexible enough to support the same. 

[0044] Fig. 8 is a main portion perspective view of a toner cartridge 
according to still another embodiment of the present invention. A 
discharge portion 201 in this embodiment is formed of synthetic resin, and 
has a substantially cylindrical base portion 202, at the lower end of which 
there is provided a flange portion 203. The base portion 202 is fixed to a 
toner container 204 by heat welding or the like. In the drawing, there are 
provided arm portions 205, 205 extending upwardly from both sides of the 
upper end portion of the base portion 202 and extending in the direction of 
the center of the base portion 202, with a valve body 206 being provided 
continuously at the forward ends of the arm portions 205, 205. At the 
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center of the base portion 202 of the discharge portion 201, there is 
provided a vertically extending communication passage 207, and in the 
upper-end peripheral edge portion of the communication passage 207, there 
is provided a discharge port 208, with an engagement step portion 208a 
being provided at the lower end of the discharge port 208. 
[0045] The discharge port 208 is engaged with a main fit-engagement portion 
209 provided on the valve body 206. That is, in the outer periphery of the 
lower end portion of the valve body 206, there is formed the main 
fit-engagement portion 209, and the main fit-engagement portion 209 is 
engaged with the engagement step portion 208a of the discharge port 208, 
whereby the valve body 206 closes the discharge port 208. In this process, 
the arm portions 205, 205 are flexibly deflected as the valve body 206 
moves vertically, and are strong enough to support the valve body 206. On 
the inner side of the valve body 206, there is provided a connecting 
portion 213 connected to the forward end of a valve body operating portion 
211 indicating toner discharge, and in the lower portion .of the inner 
peripheral surface of the connecting portion 213, there is 
ci rcumferent ial ly formed an engagement step portion 214. 
[0046] On the other hand, the valve body operating portion 211 for 
supplying toner to the toner container 204 consists of a bar- 1 ike member, 
at the forward end of which there is formed a forward end connecting 
portion 212, which can be fit-engaged with the connecting portion 213 of 
the valve body 206, and in the lower portion of the forward end connecting 
portion 212, there is circumferential ly formed an engagement groove portion 
215 to be engaged with the engagement step portion 214 of the valve body 
206. The valve body operating portion 211 also serves as a toner discharge 
means, and a toner discharge route 215 is formed at its center so as to 
extend in the longitudinal direction, and somewhat below the forward end 
connecting portion 212, a plurality of openings 216 are formed 
ci rcumferent ial ly. Further, the lower portions of the openings 216 have a 
somewhat larger outer diameter than that of the upper portions thereof, and 
through the step portion 217, are formed in an outer diameter substantially 
the same as the inner diameter of a communication passage 207 of the 
discharge portion 201. The valve body operating portion 211 ascends until 
the step portion 217 formed in the entire periphery thereof abuts the lower 
end of the discharge port 208. In accordance with this, the valve body 206 
is pushed up, and the opening 216 enters the inner side of the toner 
container from the discharge port 208, making it possible to discharge 
toner (the state as shown in Fig. 8). 

[0047] The operation method for this embodiment is as follows. First, 
before toner discharge, the valve body 206 is f i t-engaged wi th the 
discharge port 208, and the valve body 206 is in the closed state. In this 
state, the toner container 204 is filled with toner. When discharging 
toner, the valve body operating portion 211 is inserted into the 
communication passage 207 of the discharge portion 201, and the forward end 
connecting portion 212 of the valve body operating portion 211 is 
fit-engaged with the connecting portion 213 of the valve body 206. 
Further, the valve body operating portion 211 is pushed in as it is, 
whereby the valve body 206 is separated from the discharge port 208. As a 
result of the separation of the valve body 206 from the discharge port 208, 
the opening 216 of the valve body operating portion 211 appears inside the 
toner container 204 (the state as shown in Fig. 8). As a result, 
communication is established between the valve body operating portion 211 
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and the interior of the toner container, and toner is discharged from the 
opening 216 of the valve body operating portion 211 by way of the toner 
discharge route 215. 

[0048] After the completion of the discharge, the valve body operating 
portion 211 retreats from the communication passage 207 of the discharge 
portion 201, and is detached therefrom. At this time, the valve body 206 
is fit-engaged with the forward end connecting portion 212 of the valve 
body operating portion 211 by the connecting portion 213, so that the valve 
body 206 is drawn in the direction of the discharge port 208 (downwardly as 
shown in the drawing), and the main fit-engagement portion 209 of the valve 
body 206 is fit-engaged with the discharge port 208 to thereby close the 
discharge port 208. 

[0049] Fig. 9 is an explanatory perspective view of a main portion of a 
toner cartridge according to still another embodiment of the present 
invention. While in the above example the valve body operating portion 4 
is equipped with a toner, discharge route, in this example, the valve body 
operating portion is equipped with no toner discharge route. 
[0050] First, a discharge portion 301 is formed of synthetic resin, and is 
provided in the peripheral edge portion of a toner container 302, and has a 
substantially cylindrical base portion 303, at the lower end of which there 
is provided a flange portion 304. The base portion 303 is heat-welded to 
the peripheral edge portion of the toner container 302. In the drawing, 
the base portion 303 has a communication passage 305 extending therethrough 
and establishing communication between the interior and the exterior of the 
toner container 302. With the communication passage 305 at the center, arm 
portions 306, 306 are formed at opposing positions; the arm portions 306 
extend upwardly from the upper portion of the base portion 303 
respectively, and extend in the direction of the center of the base portion 
303, with a valve body 307 being continuously provided at the forward ends 
of the arm portions 306, 306. The valve body 307 has a substantially 
spherical configuration, and the outer peripheral surface of the valve body 
307 constitutes a main fit-engagement portion 311. As stated above, at the 
center of the base portion 303, the communication passage 305 is provided 
so as to extend vertically; at the upper end portion of the communication 
passage 305, there is formed a discharge port 308 which can receive the 
main fit-engagement portion 311 of the valve body 307 so as to be 
hermetically fit-engaged therewith; the inner peripheral surface of the 
discharge port 308 is inclined such that the inner diameter thereof 
gradually increases upwards. 

[0051] The arm portions 306, 306 are deflected flexibly as the valve body 
307 moves vertically, and are strong enough to support the valve body 307. 
A bar-like valve operating portion 309 is provided so as to extend through 
the communication passage 305 downwardly from the lower surface of the 
valve body 307. In the middle portion of the valve operating portion 309, 
there is provided a guide plate 310, which serves to center the valve 
operating portion 309; the valve operating portion 309 effects guiding 
properly in the communication passage 305, and the guide plate 310 also 
serves to seal up the communication passage 305 while the valve operating 
portion 309 is pushed in. More specifically, when the outer diameter of 
the guide plate 310 is the same as or larger than the inner diameter of the 
communication passage 305, the outer periphery of the guide plate 310 comes 
into close contact with the communication passage 305, so that, when the 
valve operating portion 309 moves vertically, the guide plate 310 provides 
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a centering function, guides the valve operating portion 309 reliably, and 
seals up the communication passage 305 during the vertical movement of the 
valve operating portion 309, thus also serving as a lid. Here, when the 
outer diameter of the guide plate 310 is larger than the inner diameter of 
the communication passage 305, it is necessary for the guide plate 310 to 
be formed of a soft and elastic material; when the outer diameter of the 
guide plate 310 is the same as or smaller than the inner diameter of the 
communication passage 305, the guide plate 310 may be rigid or elastic. 
[0052] On the other hand, although not shown in this example, it is only 
necessary for the valve body operating portion in the apparatus such as a 
copying machine to move the valve operating portion 309 vertically. For 
example, the valve body operating portion may be one which grasps the valve 
operating portion 309 by means of a chuck and moves the valve operating 
portion 309 vertically by moving the chuck vertically. Further, it is also 
possible to use as the valve body operating portion a member capable of 
being fit-engaged with the lower end of the valve operating portion 309, 
effecting vertical movement by vertically moving the fit-engaged valve 
operating portion. 

[0053] Further, it is only necessary for the toner discharge route in the 
apparatus such as a copying machine to be capable of receiving what is 
discharged from the communication passage 305. That is, although not shown 
in Fig. 9, the outlet portion of the discharge route may be a cylindrical 
body having inside a connection hole allowing discharging of toner; 
further, this cylindrical body may be of a type which is fitted into the 
communication passage 305 of the discharge portion 301, or of a type which 
is adapted to be fitted so as to cover the outer side of the outer 
peripheral portion of the flange portion 304 at the lower end of the 
discharge portion 301. In the case of the type which is fitted into the 
communication passage 305, it is desirable for the valve body operating 
portion operating the lower end portion of the valve body operating portion 
309 to be provided at the forward end of the cylindrical body, and it is 
necessary to provide between a pressurizing member and the cylindrical body 
a space allowing passage of toner. Similarly, in the case of the type 
which is fitted into the outer peripheral portion of the discharge portion 
301, it is necessary for the valve body operating portion operating the 
valve body operating portion 309 to be formed so as to extend from the 
upper end of the cylindrical body to the connection hole below, and it is 
necessary to form a space allowing passage of toner between the 
pressurizing member and the inner peripheral surface of the cylindrical 
body. Further, it is also possible to discharge toner into the toner 
storage vessel of the apparatus from the communication passage 305, without 
passing the toner through a restricted communication passage such as the 
cylindrical body. 

[0054] The toner discharging method of this embodiment is as follows. the 
valve operating portion 309 is engaged with the valve body operating 
portion of the apparatus, and in this state, the valve operating portion 
309 is pushed in upwardly. As a result, the valve operating portion 309 
moves upwards, and the valve body 307, which has been hermetically 
fit-engaged with the discharge port 308, is separated from the discharge 
port 308, and the toner contained therein is discharged. When the 
discharge has been completed, the main fit-engagement portion 311 of the 
valve body 307 is fit-engaged with the discharge port 308 by reverse 
movement, and the toner discharge is stopped. In this process, even during 
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the discharging operation, surplus discharge of toner is prevented by the 
guide plate 310. 

[0055] While in this example the valve operating portion 309 is formed 
integrally with the valve body 307, it is also possible to provide them 
separably. In this case, it is also possible for the valve operating 
portion 309 and the valve body 307 to be connected together by 
fit-engagement or the like.- -The fit-engagement structure may be similar to 
that for the connecting portion and the valve body operating portion in the 
embodiment shown in Fig. 2. As can be understood from this description, in 
this embodiment, the valve operating portion 309 constitutes a part of the 
valve body 307, and the connecting portion for connection with the valve 
body operating portion of the apparatus is provided at an appropriate 
position, such as the lower end of the valve operating portion. It is also 
possible for the form of the valve body operating portion of the apparatus 
to be the same as that of the valve operating portion 309, connecting the 
valve body operating portion of the same form as the valve operating 
portion 309 with the. valve body 307 by fit-engagement or the like as in the 
case of the fit-engagement of the connecting portion and the valve body 
operating portion in the embodiment of Fig. 2. 

[0056] Every one of the embodiments described above has the following 
construction. That is, there is provided a toner cartridge including a 
toner container accommodating powder or liquid toner for a developing 
device, and a discharge portion for supplying toner to the developing 
device from the toner container, in which the toner container is equipped 
with a contracting portion adapted to contract as the amount of toner in 
the toner container is reduced, and in which the toner discharge portion is 
equipped with a toner discharge port, and a valve body which opens this 
discharge port when a valve body operating portion of the developing device 
is in an operating state, and closes this discharge port when the valve 
body operating portion of the developing device is in an non-operating 
state, there being provided a main fit-engagement portion which closes the 
discharge port through fit-engagement of the valve body and the discharge 
port. Thus, in these embodiments, when the toner discharge from the toner 
container is completed, the discharge port is closed by the valve body, so 
that no toner leakage occurs. Further, since the valve body and the 
discharge port are fit-engaged with each other (preferably through forcible 
fit-engagement, in particular), the fit-engagement is not easily canceled 
by vibration or the like, thus making it possible to effect discharge 
prevention and prevent toner leakage reliably. Further, since the toner 
container is equipped with a contracting portion adapted to contract as the 
amount of toner in the toner container is reduced, the toner container 
contracts as the toner in the toner container is discharged, so that it is 
possible to discharge toner without involving intrusion of air into the 
container. As a result, the quality of the toner inside is maintained 
satisfactory. Further, by providing a toner discharge route in the valve 
body operating portion, or by directly connecting the discharge passage 
such as a cylindrical body on the apparatus side to the communication 
passage 305, the interior of the toner container and the toner storage 
portion are directly connected with each other through a hermetically 
sealed route, whereby it is possible to eliminate the danger of external 
air being allowed to enter at the time of toner discharge. As a result, it 
is also possible to supply toner to the apparatus side in a more stable 
manner. 
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[0057] In the above-described embodiments, the toner container can be 
filled with toner by various methods. By performing procedures reverse to 
those for discharge at the time of filling, it is possible to easily attain 
a more preferable filled state. That is, in the case in which the toner 
discharge route is provided in the valve body operating portion, this toner 
discharge route may be used as the filling route for the toner filling 
device. In other words, — the valve body operating portion serves as the 
filling nozzle of the toner filling device. Further, although not shown in 
the example of Fig. 9, a toner discharge route such as a cylindrical body 
is used as the toner filling route in effecting filling. That is, this 
filling route may be formed as a cylindrical body or the like capable of 
filling the communication passage 305; more specifically, the outlet 
portion of the filling route may be a cylindrical body having inside a 
connection hole allowing filling with toner; further, this cylindrical body 
may be of a type which is fitted into the communication passage 305 of the 
discharge portion 301, or of a type which is adapted to be fitted so as to 
cover the outer side of the outer peripheral portion of the flange portion 
304 at the lower end of the discharge portion 301. In the state in which 
the contracting portion of the toner container is contracted, toner is 
poured in from the discharge port, thereby filling the toner container with 
toner. In this way, it is possible to fill the toner container with toner 
in a state in which substantially no air is allowed to enter the toner 
container, so that it is possible to fill the container substantially 
completely with toner, making it possible to prevent degeneration of the 
toner even if it is preserved for a long period of time. Further, the 
contracting portion of the toner container is contracted completely to 
leave substantially no air in the container, and filling is effected in 
this state, so that there is no need to drive away or suck the air in the 
container at the time of filling, thus making it possible to expedite the 
filling. Apart from the above-described embodiments, the present invention 
allows various modifications; for example, the arm portions of each 
embodiment may be constantly urged downwardly (in the direction in which 
the valve body closes the discharge port). Further, the guide plate 310 
may be provided on the valve body operating portion of other embodiments. 
Further, while toner can be discharged by causing it to fall of itself, it 
is also possible to positively promote toner discharge by applying pressure 
from outside to the contracting portion of the toner container. 
[0058] 

[Effects of the Invention] According to a first aspect of the present 
invention, there is provided a toner cartridge which allows the discharge 
port to be opened and closed reliably and easily, and in particular, which 
can supply toner successively from the toner cartridge solely by the amount 
of toner consumed in an apparatus such as a copying machine, and which can 
prevent degeneration of the toner in the toner container for a long period 
of time. Further, filling can be conducted using the toner discharge route 
as the toner filling route, so that the filling operation can also be 
conducted reliably and easily. Further, by supplying toner, with the 
discharge port directly connected to the storage portion such as a toner 
storage vessel of the apparatus such as a copying machine, it is possible 
to prevent scattering of toner within the apparatus, and to prevent 
intrusion of air at the time of filling, thus making it possible to supply 
toner whose quality is maintained at high level. 

[0059] According to a second aspect of the present invention, in addition 
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to the effect of the first aspect thereof, the valve body can be reliably 
fit-engaged with the discharge port solely through a simple movement of the 
valve body operating portion of the developing device, without need for 
urging the valve body by a spring or the like, thus making it possible to 
realize a reliable sealing of the discharge port through a simple structure 
and operation. Further, in filling the toner container with toner, toner 
is poured- in from the discharge por-t- with the contracting portion of the 
toner container contracted, so that the container is filled with toner 
substantially completely, making it possible to prevent degeneration of the 
toner even if it is preserved for a long period of time, and to expedite 
the f i 1 1 ing operation. 
[Brief Description of the Drawings] 

[Fig. 1] A front view of a toner cartridge according to an embodiment of 
the present invention. 

[Fig 2] Portion (A) is a plan view of a discharge portion of the 
cartridge, portion (B) is a longitudinal sectional view of the discharge 
portion, and portion (C) is a sectional view of a valve operating portion 
of an apparatus such as a copying machine. 

[Fig. 3] Portions (A), (B), and (0 are sectional views illustrating a 
toner discharge process for the cartridge. 

[Fig. 4] Portions (A) and (B) are explanatory diagrams illustrating the 
inner structure of toner cartridges according to other embodiments of the 
present invention. 

[Fig. 5] A perspective view of a discharge portion of a toner cartridge 

according to sti 1 1 another embodiment of the present invention. 

[Fig 6] A sectional view of a discharge portion of a toner cartridge 

according to still another embodiment of the present invention. 

[Fig. 7] A sectional view of a discharge portion of a toner cartridge 

according to still another embodiment of the present invention, of which 

portion (A) shows a closed state, and portion (B) shows an open state. 

[Fig 8] A half sectional view of a discharge portion of a toner cartridge 

according to still another embodiment of the present invention. 

[Fig 9] A perspective view of a discharge portion of a toner cartridge 

according to still another embodiment of the present invention. 

[Description of reference numerals] 

1 toner container 

2 discharge portion 

3 valve body 

4 valve body operating portion 
23 discharge port 

31 main fit-engagement portion 

32 connecting portion 
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